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FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
DR. SEAN HAMER

Dear AVS Community,

Alta Vista School remains a place of inspiration and childhood 
exploration. Whether in-person or virtual, we’ve continued to observe 
our students’ approach each day bright-eyed and wondering what they’ll 
discover on that day’s new journey. Our circumstances this year required 
more independence from our students (and dependence on our parents) as 
we traversed the rocky road through the early days of the pandemic. We relied on 
Alta Vista School’s values of letting children engineer their growth and development and 
allowing them to gain independence, resilience, and understanding.

As I reflect on the completion of this school year at AVS, my level of pride in our 
community is unparalleled.  All of our community partners including parents, trustees, 
students, alumni, and friends of Alta Vista School have maintained a sense of resolve 
that carried us through the unprecedented 
challenges that have come our way. During 
the height of our national health challenges, 
social unrest and political upheaval, our 
community remained united in spirit around 
our children, our mission, and reinforced all of 
our communities’ cultures, beliefs, and rights 
to learn in an equitable school environment. 

As our community showed its mettle, all of what Alta Vista School represents was 
displayed and we pivoted to manage through these challenges, using our creativity to 
innovate our instructional delivery, remaining vocal and supportive of our community 
members that were being ostracized and discriminated against in plain sight across our 
country and collaborating with our teachers in new ways under the health restrictions that 
separated us physically but not in spirit. 

Our teachers remained resolute in their intention to support our students while managing 
their own personal challenges, and did so in an amazing fashion. Our school leadership 
team committed an incredible amount of time strategizing our adapted schedules and 
class structures. Our Board acted in a proactive fashion to ensure institutional continuity of 
budget, resources, and future planning. Our Parent Group transformed traditional practices 
to support families through virtual events, and maintained a yearlong ethos of teacher care 
and appreciation. Myriad families reached out individually to provide inspiration to our 
community along the way. 

This was a seminal moment for our young school, and we sojourned through with a unity 
of focus on our culture of caring and compassion, sharing and support, and being true to 
one’s identity. Let’s continue to live our AVS mantra to “be proud, be respectful, and be 
kind.” It is the embodiment of all that we do.

Warmly,

Dr. Sean Hamer
Head of School

“Let’s continue to live our  
AVS mantra to be proud, be 

respectful, and be kind. It is the 
embodiment of all that we do.”
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FROM THE HEAD OF  
LOWER SCHOOL KATIE GIBBONS

ESSENTIAL VALUE OF DIVERSITY

San Francisco is a hub of multiculturalism, and many believe that diversity is 
the real gold behind our Golden State. As a result, California has been a driver 
of innovation, as we are exposed to varying perspectives, and “outside the box” 
thinking has become the norm. We know where our population is heading and in anticipation of a more 
diverse and equitable future, we prepare Aviators to be global citizens and stretch their imagination and 
views by supporting them and better understand people with experiences and backgrounds that may 
differ from their own. As Spanish teacher Gustavo Mondoy says, “creating bigger cultural awareness 
encourages acceptance, empathy, and confidence that helps students thrive in our diverse world.”

Our staff continues to learn alongside the students as we hold group discussions on summer book 
readings and spend time  writing and reflecting on our anti-racist action plans. During this year’s 
National Association of Independent School’s People of Color Conference, first grade teacher and AVS 
parent Beverly Sotelo and fifth grade teacher Angela Fisher, AVS’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 
Faculty Chair, presented to an audience of over 400 educators on the vital role teachers of color play 
in independent schools. Raised in a Filipino-American household in San Francisco, Beverley has always 
been passionate about investigating the historical impact of immigrants in the city and loves to impart 
the facts on all the ways people from around the world migrate to the 49-square-mile foggy city.

Raised by a civil rights leader and a president of the local chapter of NAACP in Albany, New York, 
Angela regularly shares her personal and family stories and their lifelong fight for equal rights and 
social justice. This has helped the students to discuss and learn how to use the tactics and initiatives 
used in the civil rights movement and apply them to social problems that affect their lives, such as 
inequity in housing, environmental justice, and equitable access to healthcare and education. This 

Angela FisherBeverly Sotelo

Cont. on page 5
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year, the fifth grade students read “Flight of the 
Puffin,” which features stories of four children 
who have been marginalized for their identities 
and find ways to overcome their “otherness.” 
When the students heard a fellow fifth grader at 
another school was racially profiled by security 
guards at the Safeway on Market Street, they 
wrote cards to the student to express their 
allyship and solidarity and sent him the book. 

With the Black Lives Matter Movement 
becoming the largest movement in U.S. history 
during the summer of 2020 and the latest 
surge of anti-Asian hate crimes since the start 
of the pandemic, it’s invaluable for students 
to learn directly from teachers who may be 
deeply connected to these social issues. 

To better reflect our city and the world at large, 
Alta Vista School is committed to nurturing an 
inclusive community that celebrates all aspects 
of our multifaceted identities and actively 
participates in societal advancement and justice. 
Thank you for your partnership in this movement.

ENGINEER THE HECK OUT OF THIS

The 2020-2021 school year was the biggest 
engineering challenge of my life! With little notice 
and preparation, I was tasked with guiding the 
Lower School teachers to completely redesign 
how to teach children during a global pandemic; 
initially through distance learning then to in-person 
instruction under very specific safety guidelines 
given by SF Department of Public Health. Similar 
to the Lower School’s bimonthly engineering 
challenges, I was given a problem, restricted by 
many constraints using specific materials, and had 
to work with a short time frame to design something 
I had never created. Since I aim to practice what 
AVS preaches, I tend to problem-solve with an 
engineering mindset. 

Your generous contributions to the annual fund 
this past year made the operational adaptations 
possible. It helped us acquire the materials we 
needed to adhere to the new safety protocols and 
allowed the Lower School to successfully and safely 
open for full-day instruction five days a week. Our 
campus has been open since late October 2020 
and we have not had to shut down. One SFDPH 
health officer even commented during our reopen 
inspection, “This is the sharpest school I’ve seen.” 

Our team was able to adjust to these drastic 
changes by using the engineering design process 
of imagining (brainstorming ideas), planning 
(sketching ideas), creating (making a prototype), 
improving (iterating on prototype), and asking 
(receiving feedback). For young learners, especially 
in junior kindergarten and kindergarten, their first 
experience of school was going to be online and 
meeting their teacher virtually. In order to form 
meaningful connections with their young students, 
teachers created their avatars through apps, such 
as Bitmoji and thoughtfully packaged school 
supplies for each child to make their first day 
special. Inspired by the book Flat Stanley, second 
grade teacher Katy Barber, made a paper cutout of 
herself to create an endearing connection with her 
students via Zoom. The teachers ramped up their 
energy and interactive programming so that their 
students maintained their excitement for learning

Señor Gustavo Mondoy
Cont. on page 6
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FROM HEAD OF LOWER SCHOOL
KATIE GIBBONS

Over the summer, the teachers developed websites for each classroom to better organize all the relevant 
information and designed virtual classrooms like a “Choose Your Own Adventure” book. 

Knowing virtual learning is not ideal for all children, we worked overtime to reopen the campus as soon as 
we could while adhering to 50+ pages of new health and safety SFDPH protocols. This necessitated the 
redesign of 13 classrooms to 25 distinct hybrid homerooms and made radical changes to the schedule, 
traffic flow, and the entire campus layout. Teachers shifted from co-teaching to leading solo and prototyping 
various ways to share their subject specific instruction with their colleagues. Sustaining the hybrid teaching 
model and keeping everyone safe on campus required constant iteration and redesign.

This year’s engineering challenges for our students were in sync with the changes needed to adjust during 
the pandemic. For instance, when students needed to maintain a six-feet distance on campus, they were 
challenged to build a grabber to pick things up from afar. 

Although it may seem repetitive for the students to complete multiple engineering challenges throughout 
the year and to do it each year at the Lower School, the goal is to enable our learners to become proficient 
in the engineering mindset so that they may tackle any unexpected dilemmas in the material and dynamic 
world and problem-solve with confidence and creativity. Having navigated this daunting and unprecedented 
school year, I could not be prouder that the engineering challenge is one of the hallmarks of education at 
Alta Vista School. 

An AVS student’s home workstation -- engineered for learning. JK Classroom walls were engineered with 1610 Everblocks!
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Mark Khalfin has been working for 
his school’s wellness center as a 
Wellness Ambassador, and helped 
SFUSD students gain better access 
to the COVID vaccine.  

We’re so proud of our Alumni. Check out what some of our Aviators have been up to 
since graduating!

CLASS NOTES

Janet Yu is on track to graduate 
as her school’s Class of 2022 
Valedictorian. She landed a 
scholarship as a result of her 
social impact project that 
provided over 40 high school 
students with access to financial 
literacy resources.

Class of 2018

Sam Rothenberg has been 
working part-time at a bagel 
shop and is currently the Varsity 
Goalkeeper for his school’s 
soccer team. 

Isabelle Lawson sails with the  
Urban Sailing Team. She is part 
of the Urban Science Club and 
recently participated in the BioEHSC 
Bioengineering Competition at UC 
Berkeley and Brain Bee. 

Luciana Zerega joined the Drew 
baseball team, started an Etsy shop, 
made new friends and stayed in  
touch with old ones. She also learned 
how to crochet and is currently 
working on getting her drivers license.

Class of 2019

Chloe Busracamwongs joined her 
school’s mock trial team and won the 
NorCal tournament. She also participated 
in some virtual music ensembles and a 
variety of clubs. 

Tandara France has taken up painting 
and is enjoying making new friends 
during her freshman year, as well as 
staying in touch with old AVS friends. 

Class of 2020

Gio De Pontieu plays on the soccer  
team at Bay and has been able to make 
many new friends, despite having to do 
school remotely.

Jonah Nassi joined the Water Polo team 
and is enjoying going to Marin every day 
and spending all day in the sun.

Leo 
Needleman 
recently 
received the 
second COVID 
vaccine! Yay!

Daniel Zuzovsky  
has been on the 
rowing Crew at  
St. Ignatius. 

ALUMNI, DO YOU HAVE NEWS TO SHARE? Accomplishments, adventures, accolades, or if you 

just miss us and want to say ‘hi’, we would love to hear from you! Keep in touch at advancement@altavistaschoolsf.org
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CONGRATULATIONS 
GRADUATES!

MIDDLE SCHOOL DEAN OF STUDENTS TONI SETTEDUCATO

ALTA VISTA AVIATORS WERE ACCEPTED AT THE FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOLS
(Parenthesis indicate the number of students attending)

It is with tremendous pride that Alta Vista School honors its fourth graduating class of 8th graders. 

After months of essays, tests, interviews, and 
applications, this year’s class will be moving on to 
some of the best and most diverse high schools 
in the Bay Area and beyond. Students from the 
Class of 2021 will be represented at 15 different 
independent day, boarding, faith-based, and 
public schools. Members of this year’s class will 
be joining AVS graduates from the previous three 
years at schools such as Archbishop Riordan, The 
Bay School, Drew School, Jewish Community 
High School of the Bay, International High School, 
Lowell High School, Marin Academy, Saint Ignatius, 

Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep, San Francisco 
University High School, and the Urban School of 
San Francisco. We are also very proud to have 
first-time AVS graduates join the freshman class at 
The Putney School, a boarding school in Vermont, 
and San Francisco Girls’ School, a new all-girls’ 
STEM high school. The Class of 2021 includes 37 
student athletes, artists, musicians, engineers, 
writers, activists, scientists, technologists, and 
thespians. They are a well-rounded group of young 
individuals who are deserving of their success and 
we wish them the best in their future endeavours.

Archbishop Riordan (1) 

Bay (5)

Convent of the Sacred Heart (1)

Drew (4)

Fusion Academy 

Head Royce 

International High School (3)

Jewish Community 
High School (3)

Lick Wilmerding 

Lincoln High School (1)

Lowell High School (1)

Marin Academy (1)

Monte Vista HS (Alamo, CA) (1)

Putney School (1)

Ruth Asawa School of the Arts

Sacred Heart Cathedral Prep (4)

Saint Ignatius College Prep (2)

SF Girls’ High School (1)

The Urban School (4)

San Francisco  
University High School (2)

The Waldorf School
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AVS MIDDLE SCHOOL MEETS 
CHALLENGE WITH CREATIVITY

This year, our Middle School was faced with a major challenge: How do you 
take a program that, in normal times, has students remixing into multiple 
different cohorts throughout the day, and translate that to a one cohort 
Covid restricted in-person experience? Our solution: we emphasized hands-
on, project-based experiences and took advantage of our location in the 
city. This resulted in multiple cross-curricular interdisciplinary projects 
and combined different subjects to create meaningful STEAM focused 
experiences that could take our students from the Urban Jungle to Mars.

For this kind of challenge, the AVS Middle School teachers stepped up 
with enthusiasm and creativity. They collaborated across departments 
and found ways to keep the students engaged while using hands-on 
experiential learning experiences. They also innovated their pedagogy 
to adapt to the challenge of online teaching during a pandemic. Our 
faculty’s commitment to educating our students was outstanding 
and showed how important learning is in the AVS community.

The projects that students pursued this year covered many domains. They 
started the school year building cars, while considering the different variables 
that would speed them up or slow them down on ramps, at a variety of 
angles. They envisioned the empty lot next door to our school and designed 
a park space where the community could celebrate Carnival. They also 
acted as archivists and were asked to document, curate, and comment on 
the pandemic period as a whole, and their personal experience with it. They 
then submitted their reflections to a Pandemic Archive Project at Arizona 
State University. Students considered life on Mars and created colonies that 
could support human life. They did this by building reentry vehicles and then 
tested them with an egg drop activity. Let’s just say not everyone survived.

Another way the AVS students made the most of this year is by going out 
and about in the city and exploring the trees in different San Francisco 
neighborhoods. They collected leaf samples, created field guides of the 
plant life in the city, examined the geometric patterns of the leaves, and then 
applied the concepts of ratios and proportions to estimate the number of 
trees in the city. They also learned about the history of the Mission murals on 
their walks and created their own murals as part of their Carnival park projects. 

AVS is a school for curious young minds and this year, despite many 
obstacles, the Middle School stayed curious. We asked questions, kept 
our mission at the heart of all that we did and we are looking forward to 
getting everyone back on campus full time next year. We will continue to 
build on these experiences to enrich our program in the years to come.

FROM THE HEAD OF  
MIDDLE SCHOOL LIZ DAVIS
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ANNUAL FUND
ALTA VISTA SCHOOL

With Covid-19 temporarily pausing life for a whole 
year, we had to acquire several additional resources 
to meet the needs of our AVS community and 
the Department of Public Health’s guidelines. 
Thanks to your generous contributions, we were 
able to purchase PPE equipment for personal and 
community protection, get individualized classroom 
furniture to meet the spacing requirements, 
add on additional staffing and janitorial needs, 

and San Francisco Department of Public Health 
mandated Covid testing throughout the school 
year for our AVS faculty. Your efforts have 
allowed us to open our campus again, continue 
offering virtual instruction and continue making 
a remarkable difference in the lives of our 
students, teachers, faculty, and our community. 

We cannot say thank you enough.

$1 - $50,000  
Annual Fund Gift Range307

Annual Fund Gifts

Annual Fund Ambassadors11
Matched Gifts

78

$714,075.54

of AVS families 
receive Tuition 
Assistance

15%$20,360
Average Tuition 

Assistance Grant

100%
Faculty 
Participation

85%
Family 
Participation
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of AVS families 
receive Tuition 
Assistance

1 Remote Learning 
AVS Specialist

1 School 
Nurse

3 Full Time 
Substitutes

256 Desks

40 Air Purifiers

23 Hand 
Sanitizer Stands

115 Stools

19 Window Fans

12 Portable Sinks

1500+ Packs  
Anti-Bacterial Wipes

60 Thermometers

8 Hands-Free  
Soap Dispensers

1610 Everblocks  
to Build Walls

2 Mobile  
White Boards

2 Front Desk  
Barriers

C VID
From the global to the local level, Covid-19 upended life and 
presented unprecedented challenges. At AVS, we were fortunate 
to be able to pivot to ensure the health of our entire community. 

2,867  
COVID Tests

ACCOMODATIONS
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BUILDERS
Anonymous (13)
Brenda Adams &  

Matthew Springman
Jennifer Addams &  

Susan Shetterly
Irving Agard (GPSF)
Carlos Aguayo
Jacquelyn & Salvador Alcala
Christine Armand DiBiasi
Kristi & Max Baker
Katy Barber
Alek Barkats
Claire Bartolomei
Natalya Belkin &  

Alex Gurevich
Dana & Jeffrey Bernstein
Kaamna Bhojwani-Dhawan 

& Rohit Dhawan
Caitlin Bicknell
Lil Birr (GPSF)
Alesha & Ryan Bishop
Danny Blum
Madelin Braun
Rhonda Breman (GPSF)
Michael Bremer
Mike Brown & Kelsey Crowe
Lauren Burke &  

Russell Dedini
Arlo Bushnell &  

Gail Finne (M)
Anthony Cabanero &  

Alexa Estacio
Marcel Cacdac &  

Stephanie Forster
Nicole Caruso &  

Felipe Rodriguez
Ann Cavallito (GPSF)
Ole & Sarah Cavelie
Daisy Chhokar &  

Guy Reingold
Melissa Chin &  

Michael Walker
Arpita & Punit Chiniwalla
Jane Choi & Timothy Chung
Barbara & Don Cohen 

(GPSF)
Amy Cohen & Guy Zuzovsky

Steven Comfort &  
Marissa Levinson

Noah & Rachele Coombs
Leslie & Rick Cooper
Misha & Susannah Cornes
Catherine Cunning
Jenna Davidson-Catalano
Liz Davis
Danny & Julia de Roulet
Frank Delen &  

Michelle Lapuz-Delen
Nathan Dintenfass & 

Christina Sabee
Asma Dobay &  

Hafed Dubaie
Priscilla Dosiou
Dora Drimalas & Brian Flynn
Justin Engelbrecht-Larkin
Michael Fariss
Ed & Leslie Fine
Kress & Alaina Fischer
Angela Fisher
Dianna Fisk & Steve Gifford
Jeri Fong (GPSF)
Jon & Sally Freeman
Zhenya Fridlyand &  

David Goldbrenner (M)
Rachel Fudge & Hugh Hynes
Karunesh Ganguly &  

Madhu Rao
Mishel Gantz
Greg Garrison
Katie Gibbons
Mary Ann Godwin &  

Cesar Martinez
Molly & Tim Graves (AP)
Michael Grosack &  

Lauren Quint
Ashish & Namrata Gupta
Bonnie Hallman
Sarah Jashington
Amy Johnson
Heidi Johnson
Patrick Jones
Garry Joseph
K. Khozein

Stella Kleiman &  
Gene Reddick

Marissa Klein
Andrew Kodner &  

Cinzia Bianchi
Stefan & Yvette Koenig
Elliott Kopstein
Sophie Koshland
Sarah Layton
Brandon Lee-Hyde
Jay Levin
Kate Lewin
Casey Lightman
Nancy Lippman
Michael Loux (GPSF)
Katie & Joe Loux
Rhiana & Ted Maidenberg
Marissa Maimone
Beth & Cliff Maldonado
Glenn Heuser &  

Curtis Maughlin
MK McAdams
Katie McGee
Wendy McKennon &  

Ben Peterson
Paul Mcnees
Sarah McNutt
Yukiko Meadows
Gustavo Mondoy
Priscilla Morales
Ivana Moses (GPSF)
Ira & Jeri Moskowitz (GPSF)
Isla Murphy
Erika Noel
Amy Offen-Reeves &  

Adam Reeves
David & Francie Okun 

(GPSF)
Ernesto & Judith Orellana
Brett & Kory Orlanski
Lars & Lauren Owenmark 

(M)
Daniele & Dan Paris
Pradipkumar Patel (GPSF)
Steven Pav & Linda Shipley
Mamie Pepper

John Proctor &  
Laura Tomarchio

Penny Pruzan
Madison Pulliam
Claudine & Rich Radford
Lisa Radler & Sara Watson
Diana Ramzy
Doug & Michelle Randall
Shane Reisman &  

Tracy Shapiro
Lara Robeznieks
Jessica Rosenberg
Keith Ross
Elizabeth Russell
Chloe Scholes
Toni Setteducato
Lajja Shah &  

Avinash Sharma
Tira Sims
Milo & Thuy Sindell
Jennifer Sommer
Beverly Sotelo
Stephanie & Steven Stanko
Lee Steward
Jacob Stillman
Polly & Scott Stryker (M)
Mary Tienken & Lisa Wayne 
Steven True
Andrew Verrilli
Marissa Weitzman
Dustin & Patti Wells
David & Gessi Wiese
Kevin Worrell
Kevin & Sandy Wu
Jaimal Yogis & Amy Duross
Dr. William &  

Linda Young (GPSF)
Blaise & Erin Zerega

MAKERS
Anonymous (1)
Ali & Shannon Aydar
Namrata &  

Satanjeev Banerjee
Ethan Bauman &  

Kate Cutler
Andrew & Aylin Bell

Alta Vista’s Generous Donors (June 1, 2020 to June 1, 2021)
(M) denotes that a matching gift has been received, (GPSF) indicates a grandparent 

or special friend donation and (AP) designates our Alumni Parent contributors. Every 
effort has been made to insure listings are correct. Please contact the Development 

Office at development@altavistaschoolsf.org with any corrections. Thank you.
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Anshu Bhardwaj &  
Kartik Chandrayana

Andrew &  
Galya Blachman

Melissa Black &  
Diego Fonstad

Traci Boyle
Christoph Bregler & Laura 

Frost
Rebecca Brian &  

Mario Lopez
Anita & James Butler
Amy Campbell &  

Caryl Shaw
Christina Choi &  

Ethen Wood
Kelly & Euan Cunningham
Wendy Davis-Wrobel &  

Erik Wrobel
Ronak Derakhshandeh & 

Reza Omrani
Yvonne Fong &  

Josh Micich
Terri & Dr. Sean Hamer
Chandra &  

Raphael Kauffmann
Carrie & Sam Keating
Jyoti Khubchandani &  

Atul Purohit (M)
Mina Kim
Janice Ko & Gary Liu
Selina & Zeke Koch
Margaret Lee &  

Thomas Schofield
Kay Lee & Jin Shin
Christian Leitner &  

Ann Plotkin
Kate & William Long
Kitty Maidenberg (GPSF)
Uday Mathur &  

Tania Shah (M)
Fred & Kristin Moyer
Catherine Pajak &  

Robert Purcell
Shivani & Udit Patel
Mark &  

Jane Pisano (GPSF)
Jeremy & Heather Rishel
Erica Rishel
Greg & Trisha Sherman
Ines Sousa &  

David Taylor
Beverly Treuille (GPSF)
Jane & Tony Verma
Abigail & John Wilson (M)
Elena & Young Yang (AP)

INVENTORS
Anonymous (1)
Brand Ahn & Grace Park
Joyce Ahn &  

Daniel Young (M)
Michael Altmin &  

Daniela Blei
Sarah Barrows &  

Brian Walker
Alex Benn &  

Lara Williams
Ilya & Nandita Borisov
Caroline Buhay &  

Stuart Chambers
Tsung-Hsiang Chang &  

Kay Hsi
Katerina Christopoulos & 

John Ward
Colin Davitian &  

Melissa Willa
Caroline & Gordon Dow
Chris Elmendorf &  

Christine Van Aken
Ashley Fong &  

Kevin Kehoe
Patrick Ford &  

Marianna Pisano
Mariana Fraga &  

Saul Kato
Nichole & Tim Guy
Lorie & Ron Hirson
Warren &  

Yang-Yang Hogarth
Lee & Nicole Horner
Ed & Heather Hunsinger
Dan Jackson & Nita Patel
Ted Ko & Jane Wong
Jean & Sho Kuwamoto
Peng Leong &  

Paul Wikkerink
Julie & Yang Lim
Jeff & Laura Lind (M)
Christine & Erik Lindquist
Samantha Luks & Andreas 

Michlmayr
Casey & Zack Lynch
Amber Mahone & Abraham 

Schneider
Hari Manikarnika &  

Shilpa Satish
Chuck Mortimore &  

Mara Murphy (M)
Cassie & Jay Moskowitz
Joanna Mroz &  

Jeffrey Snodgrass (m)
David & Kelly Pascal
Andrew Polson &  

Mallika Singh

Dana & Erica Rabb
Reagan Richey &  

Gina Silverman
Brian Seaman &  

Rachel Specht
Caroline & Kiren Sekar
Catherine Seto
Abra & Brad Stein
Erin Umberg &  

Alex Roche
Joy & Reza Vagefi
Ben & Jessey Walls
Stephen &  

Victoria Wasserman
Vanessa Wu &  

Colin Zima (M)
Miranda & Philip Zeyliger

VISIONAIRES
Anonymous (1)
Matt Agard &  

Mary Szczepanik (M)
Ayesha &  

Kevin Barenblat (M)
Joslyn Baxter &  

Geoff Nagaye
Justin Cooper 
Eric Deeds &  

Joma Jones (M)
Tina Green &  

Brian Leibowitz (M)
Jami Grich &  

Rod Hogan (M)
Alex & Gillian Griffiths (M)
Jung Han & William Hart
Sanela Hodzic &  

James Phillips
Ellora & Matthew Kane
Kristen & Max McGuire
Abra & Jeremy Williams

INNOVATORS
John Bou & Dena Dubal
Stacie Calad-Thomson & 

Zach Thomson
Betty & Jason Michaud
Victoria & Mark Nassi (M)
Lynn &  

Stephen Perkins (M)
Jim & Sarah Rose
Craig Weissman &  

Susan Whitecotton

MAVERICKS
Julian Abdey &  

Sabrina Moyle (M)
Maya Bourdeau &  

Wesley Smith

Dante &  
Tracey Briones (M)

Silvia Cheskes &  
Brian Poger

Elizabeth Drew &  
Killian Murphy

Ashley Gould &  
Carlos Privat

Josh &  
Lauren Lippman (M)

Libby & Tom Ludwig (M
Greg & Kimi Peters (M)
Theresa &  

Tom Preston-Werner (M)
Julia & Richard Rogers
Julie Shumaker &  

Stephanie Weiler
Garth Spiller &  

Chelsea Stoner

IN MEMORIAM 
Dana and Erica Rabb 

In honor of William L. (Bill) 
Williams, father of Lara 
Williams and Grandfather 
to Sam Benn ‘21

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES

Adobe
Amgen Foundation
Apple
Bank of America Matching
Dodge & Cox  

Matching Gift Program
Gilead Life Sciences
Google
Genentech
Intuit
John Wiley & Sons
Anonymous
Netflix
Oracle
PG&E
Piper Sandler Companies
Salesforce.org
Silicon Valley Bank
The Capital Group
Twillo
VISA
Wells Fargo

FOUNDATIONS
Patrina Foundation
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GILLIAN & ALEX GRIFFITHS

When parents Gillian and Alex Griffiths learned 
that their daughter Cece’s school was closing, 
they researched options for their soon-to-
be sixth grader. Drawn to the project-based 
educational approach at AVS and encouraged 
by an enthusiastic endorsement from an 
AVS parent they knew, the Griffiths toured 
the Middle School last March, just a few days 
before life in the Bay Area came to a grinding 
halt. Excited by the teachers they met, the 
academic program, and the delightfully short 
walk from their home, the Griffiths soon 
became parents to a Middle School Aviator.

“Everyone has a vested interest in 
making our school as great as possible,” 
Gillian says, “and every school depends 

on volunteers, but especially AVS, 
which is relatively small and new.”

Fast forward one pandemic year, and Gillian was 
busy behind the scenes at AVS, working with a 
mighty team lead by Elizabeth Drew to pull off 
the first virtual Gala. Responding to a call for 
parent volunteers to help solicit donations for 
the annual event, Gillian stepped up for the AVS 
community in a way that was “very much in my 
wheelhouse,” she says. A small business owner and 
a jeweler who specializes in engagement rings and 
wedding bands with a vintage twist, Gillian has 
years of experience doing online listings, managing 

inventory, and using social media as a sales tool. In 
addition to helming the AVS Gala Instagram, where 
she posted funny memes and showed off her 
strong caption game, Gillian contacted business 
owners in the community who were eager to chip 
in with donations. “I don’t have a ton of free time 
since I have a business that supports many other 
people,” Gillian says, “it’s not unusual that I’m up 
late working. But in volunteering for the Gala, I was 
able to do things when it worked for me. I had a 
glass of wine in the evening and sent some emails.” 

After a mostly remote pandemic school year, 
Gillian enjoyed meeting parents and others 
in the community while volunteering for the 
Gala. “A hectic work week doesn’t have to be a 
deterrent either,” Gillian says, noting the many 
different ways to contribute time or expertise. 
“You schedule it for when you can, and it’s such 
a positive experience to get to be a part of the 
school community instead of just witnessing 
it. It’s indispensable to the school’s success.”

THE JET STREAM
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THE JET STREAM
NANDITA BORISOV 

When AVS parent Nandita Borisov was asked 
how she would describe Alta Vista School, 
she simply said “as the best gift we have ever 
given our children. Watching them flourish as 
engineers and creative thinkers, demonstrating 
extraordinary social and emotional skills 
as well as an incredible awareness of our 
responsibility towards our environment and our 
planet, has been wonderful and rewarding.” 

Nandita and her husband Ilya’s two children are 
currently in Junior Kindergarten and 2nd grade 
and love everything that AVS has to offer. What 
drew the family to AVS was the school’s unique 
STEAM-focused program. “The opportunity for 
children to be engineers while being gardeners and 
artists, to be curious explorers and scientists while 
being actors and musicians, was just incredible.” 
Since both kids have very different interests, 
AVS’s diversified program has been incredibly 
beneficial for them. “Kyla particularly loves literacy, 
art, and drama and Niko is all about science and 
gardening. Their one equally shared joy is the 
weekly Friday morning community meeting.”

Nandita began volunteering with the AVS Parent 
Group when her family enrolled three years ago. 
Over the years, Nandita has been a force for 
community, serving as a grade parent, where she 
helped plan countless activities, from pumpkin 
patch outings to Valentine’s celebrations. 

In 2020-2021, Nandita served as School Support 
Chair at the Lower School, where she helped 
welcome new students and families to the AVS 
community and assisted with the redesign of the 
AVS website. She also helped organize AVS’s first  
virtual STEAM night, which garnered rave reviews 
 

from families as they rotated between different 
activities for parents and students to participate 
in together. Under Nandita’s helm, AVS parents 
donated mounds of snacks and the ever ubiquitous 
La Croix for the faculty kitchen at the Lower 
School. And, after parents were vaccinated, 
Nandita brought beauty into the Lower School 
campus, with a school beautification project. 

Nandita is motivated to stay involved in 
the Alta Vista parent community she loves 
because, “being a part of a group like this 
inspires me. It gives me a purpose, it brings 
the community together and it has helped 
me gain new friends and act as a distraction 
during such a challenging time in our world.” 

“Covid-19 made everyone have 
even more desire and determination 
to do what they could to give their 
kids the best learning experience, 
despite the current state of our 
world. We made great use of the 
opportunities that were given to us.”
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ALTA VISTA SCHOOL’S PURPOSE
Alta Vista School’s mission has always been to provide the best 
learning experience for every student so they can go out into the real 
world and become the best possible versions of themselves. Having 
a unique learning environment and access to numerous resources 
has allowed students to thrive as creative thinkers, innovators, and 
catalysts for positive change in our continuously evolving world. 

A COMMUNITY OF GIVING & GETTING INVOLVED
Alta Vista’s generous voluntarism and participation is what keeps the 
school going. Your child’s education needs more than just an amazing 
faculty and curriculum; it needs your financial and active support. When 
community members are involved and engaged, it provides a richer and 
more fulfilling experience for all of our students and helps bring everyone 
together. We strongly encourage parents and other family members to 
actively participate, not only giving of their time and talent, but if possible 
with charitable contributions.

WHY IS PARTICIPATION SO IMPORTANT?
Parent volunteers offer a huge resource and support base for the 
school community. They also show their kids the importance of 
participating in the larger community. One of the best parts of 
having a child at AVS is becoming a part of the flourishing AVS 
parent community. Working with teachers, administrators, and other 
parents will help you understand your child’s daily activities. 

Volunteers are usually organized through the AVS Parent 
Group. AVS parents organize school events; serve as room 
parents; mentor Lower School sports; facilitate admissions 
outreach; and show our faculty appreciation. Your active 
participation is what enriches our school in numerous ways.

This past year, the financial support of the AVS community allowed 
us to meet the changing needs to provide our wonderful educational 
programs. Since tuition doesn’t cover all the opportunities we want our 
students and staff to receive, these donations are absolutely essential. 
These donations are what allow us to continue developing professionally 
and keep up with new curriculum initiatives, stay up to date with our 
technology (hardware and software), and keep up the small class size so 
every student is recognized for their individual gifts and talents. When 
you make a contribution of any size to AVS, you are joining a community 
of parents and friends who are investing in their children’s future. 

ALTA VISTA SCHOOL’S GUIDE TO 
GIVING & GETTING INVOLVED
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DEDICATED FACULTY & SMALL CLASS SIZE

UPDATED TECHNOLOGY

FOCUS ON THE WHOLE CHILD

VISUAL &PERFORMING ARTS

INTEGRATED CURRICULUM

WHAT IS THE AVS ANNUAL FUND?
The AVS Annual Fund is the anchor of AVS’s yearly fundraising efforts. It is our most important 
fundraising effort and it’s what allows AVS to provide the best resources, latest technology, and 
opportunities for innovative learning and discovery. 

The Annual Fund typically begins in September and runs through December each year to support the 
people and programs that make AVS so amazing:

CAPITAL CAMPAIGNS
A Capital Campaign is a springboard to increase the impact that AVS has on its students and community. 
Unlike the Annual Fund, these campaigns are launched only when there are capital projects and can 
encompass several years.

Capital projects revolve around the fact that exceptional teaching can only be made possible with excellent 
tools, including classrooms that accommodate the latest technology and space to climb, play, learn, and 
gather. These projects are the foundation for a sustainable future. 
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AS A PARENT, WHY IS IT IMPORTANT  
TO GIVE TO THE SCHOOL’S  
FUNDRAISING EFFORTS?

The AVS Annual Fund is what supports all of our current programs. 
Every family is encouraged to contribute however much they are 

able. We aim for 100% participation from not only parents, but 
faculty, administration, staff, and trustees as well. Every dollar counts, 

and every member of the Alta Vista community is asked to support the 
AVS Annual Fund. 

Your Annual Fund Gift supports every aspect of the AVS experience. It 
provides opportunities for learning and discovery as well as the ability to be 

responsive to emerging opportunities and challenges. It allows AVS to be an 
extraordinary place of education, collaboration and innovation for students today 

and in years to come. Your gift provides training and professional development for our 
faculty, offers new experiences and resources in the classroom, and supports the changing         

                        ways we offer instruction.

Levels of Giving
Builders: $1 - $2,999

Makers:  $3,000 - $4,999

Inventors:  $5,000 - $7,999

Visionaries:  $8,000 - $11,999

Innovators:  $12,000 - $19,999

Mavericks:  $20,000 +

 Charitable Giving - We ask that you continuously support and participate in fundraising needs: 
 Make a gift to AVS today! Here are four different ways:

CHECK— You may mail your check, payable to Alta Vista School, to the Development 
Office, 450 Somerset Street, San Francisco, CA 94134.

CREDIT CARD OR EFT TRANSFER — You can make a gift online with your credit card  
at altavista.school/donate.

STOCK — Gifts of publicly traded securities and privately held stocks are a great way to 
support AVS. Please notify the Advancement Office at advancement@altavistaschoolsf.org, 
for transfer instructions and donor recognition. 

CRYPTOCURRENCY — Alta Vista accepts 
 various cryptocurrency through Coinbase. 
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WHAT IS A MATCHING GIFT?
Many companies will match charitable contributions made by 
their employees, so that your gift to Alta Vista School can be 
worth double or sometimes even triple its original amount. Asking 
your company to match your gift can maximize your donation 
while also helping support a worthy cause. To take advantage 
of this opportunity, please check with your Human Resources 
Department to see if they will match your gift and support AVS. 
Most companies make matching gifts extremely easy with just a 
simple form, but feel free to reach out to the Advancement Office 
if you need any help.

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER
The AVS Parent and Family Group (PFG) supports AVS 
through teacher appreciation activities, volunteer shifts, and 
the occasional fundraiser. There is no signup process for 
joining the PFG, and there are no dues -- if you have a kid 
at AVS, you’re automatically a member! AVS suggests that 
every parent volunteer with our school community in some 
way. Volunteering is a great way to get to know other families 
as well as to get a sense for what’s going on at school. Here 
are some of the main areas where you can lend a hand:

MAKE A BIGGER IMPACT by donating appreciated securities, 
including stock, bonds, and mutual funds, directly to charity. Compared with donating 
cash, or selling your appreciated securities and contributing the after-tax proceeds, 
you may be able to automatically increase your gift and your tax deduction by 20%.  
Check with your financial or tax advisor for more information.

•  SCHOOL EVENTS: Help organize a child-centered event like the 
Fall Harvest Festival, Book Week and the Body Break Challenge 
-- or sign up to staff one of these events

• CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION: Lend some muscle to occasional 
construction and painting projects, graffiti removal, 
reorganization, and garden tending

• PARENT SOCIALS: Help plan parent gatherings like the Fall 
Mingle, the Gala, or a smaller grade-level event

• TEACHER APPRECIATION: Show teachers some love by 
signing up to be a Room Parent, Library Fairy, Yearbook 
Steward, or Teacher Appreciation Elf 

• CAMPING: Join the Camping Committee and help plan fun trips

• COMMUNITY SERVICE: Pitch in on a project that gives back to 
the Bay Area

MORE WAYS TO VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME
• THE AVS BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND NON-PARENT  

GROUP COMMITTEES such as Site and Development
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Dust off those tents and grab your sleeping 
bag-- the AVS Camping Committee is looking 
to plan two camping events for Spring 2022: 

April should bring our first post-COVID trip, likely to a nearby KOA.  
And, planning is underway for a Memorial Day Weekend trip, for a tents-
oriented adventure. Want to get involved? Reach out to Brenda Adams 
(Olive, 4th grade) at brenda.adams@altavistaschoolsf.org.

OH, HELLO THERE, FELLOW AVS FAMILIES! 

March 13 - 15, 2020
Santa Cruz KOA

Questions?
david.schwartz@altavistaschoolsf.org

Sign up Instructions
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Sharp eyes may notice a name change this year, from the AVS Parent 
Group to the AVS Parent and Family Group, in order to reflect the 
diversity of AVS families and caregivers. Thank you to all our families and 
caregivers who lent a hand during the 2020-21 school year. Here are a few 
brief highlights of some of the things we’ve been up to: 

• AVS parents and families stocked the campus kitchens with snacks 
and drinks for our hardworking faculty and staff to enjoy and 
organized a monthly gift to thank everyone who works at AVS for 
their above-and-beyond efforts throughout this extraordinary year. 

• The PFG threw a (pretty fun, considering!) virtual Gala fundraiser 
complete with bingo and snack kits. Thanks to your contributions, 
this year raised the most money yet for campus improvements and 
financial assistance for families in need. 

• And, we did our best to maintain our sense of school community 
through Zoom socials, a virtual book week, Halloween events, school 
sports team coordination, and end-of-year picnics. Our volunteers 
also supported the school by staffing for school Admissions events, 
providing yearbook logistics, and driving an eye-popping campus 
beautification project. 

In 2021-22, PFG priorities include continuing to recognize our teachers, 
administrators, and staff; working with the school to support whatever 
extracurricular social, sporting and cultural activities COVID precautions 
will allow; throwing a maybe-in-person-we-hope Gala fundraiser in the 
Spring; and engaging more parent and family volunteers to keep AVS the 
vibrant, exceptional school that it is. 

To learn more, please visit parents.altavista.school or email us at 
parentgroup@altavistaschoolsf.org.

Thank you for all you do,

Page Rockwell, Mary Szczepanik, Mel Willa 
Alta Vista Parent and Familiy Group Co-Chairs

parent & family group

Alta Vista School Annual Report  •  June 2020 - June 2021
2222

10

mailto:brenda.adams%40altavistaschoolsf.org?subject=
mailto:parentgroup%40altavistaschoolsf.org?subject=


Parent Group  Page Rockwell (LS) 
Chairs Mary Szczepanik (LS)  
 Melissa Willa (MS)

Secretary Kate Long

Treasurer Kristen McGuire

Development & Gala Chair    Elizabeth Drew

Community  Tania Shah (LS) 
Engagement  Stephanie Forster (MS) 
Chairs Mara Murphy (MS)

School Store Caroline Dow  
 Caroline Sekar

School Support Chair           Nandita Borisov 
Grade Parent Coordinator     Abra Stein (LS)

Staff Appreciation              Nichole Guy (LS) 
Chairs Stephanie Forster (MS) 
 Mara Murphy (MS)

Camping Chair Brenda Adams

Outreach Chairs              Sally Freeman (MS) 
Theresa Preston-Werner (LS)

Diversity, Equity, and              Betty Michaud  
 Inclusion Chairs                       Sabrina Moyle

2020-2021 GRADE PARENTS

2020-2021 PARENT GROUP 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ticket Sales:  $14,800
Sponsorships:  $2,500
General Donations:  $11,771 
Fund-A-Need:  $112,626
Silent Auction:  $16,330
Premium Auction:  $14,920
Count Me In:       $27,550
Body Break Challenge:  $4,125
Total Revenue:  $204,622

(Expenses: $13,197)

NET PROCEEDS: 
$191,425

JK   Namrata Malik Banerjee  
 Atul Purohit 
K Anshu Bhardwaj  
 Caroline Buhay 
 Katerina Christopoulos 
 Ronak Derakhshandeh 
 Kristin Gilliss 
 Lauren Quint 
 Vanessa Wu
1st Grade Rachele Coombs  
 Miranda Dietz  
 Amy Offen-Reeves 
 Zach Thomson
2nd Grade Daniela Blei 
 Caroline Dow 
 Betty Michaud 
 Abra Stein
3rd Grade Rachele Coombs 
 Nichole Dillon Guy
4th Grade Mara Murphy  
 Kimi Peters 
 Susan Whitecotton
5th Grade James Butler 
 Elizabeth Drew
6th Grade Nichole Dillon Guy 
 Gina Silverman 
 Stephanie Weiler
7th Grade  Aylin Bell  
 Mara Murphy 
 Lauren Owenmark
8th Grade Dana Bernstein 
 Laura Schwartz

This spring our community came together (virtually!) to celebrate 
and generously support AVS. The fundraiser, which included a silent 
auction, count-me-ins, and donations, netted $191,425 to support 
specific projects like financial assistance, Lower School campus 
projects, and outfitting the new Red Building at Middle School, as 
well as Parent and Family Group activities and other school needs. 

Students got in on the action by tracking their exercise for two 
weeks in the Body Break Challenge (BBC). Grades competed 
for prizes and bragging rights while raising funds for AVS. The 
BBC was conceived to replace Gala class projects during this 
pandemic year, but it may become a tradition in its own right.

AVS GALA

BE

AVS GALA REVENUES
Thank you for your support!

2021 Gala emcee Poison Waters.
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MIKE ALTMIN & DANIELA BLEI 

When Mike Altmin and Daniela Blei first met in a 
language class in Germany two decades ago, kids 
couldn’t have been further from their minds. Many 
travels, a few cities, and many years later, they found 
themselves on an AVS tour after close friends urged 
them to visit. Excited by the student-built machines 
they saw, stories about engineering challenges, and 
the multi-floor forest art covering the walls, they were 
eager to join the AVS community. The school’s laid-
back atmosphere and the engaging conversations 
they shared with teachers only strengthened 
their overwhelmingly positive impressions. 

Today, their daughter, Francesca, a rising third 
grader, deeply loves school. From current events to 
tide-pooling field trips and catapult construction 
projects, her enthusiasm for learning has only grown 
with each academic year. Francesca says she’d 
like to become a teacher “when she grows up,” a 
testament to her many wonderful AVS teachers.

THE JET STREAM
Francesca says she’d like to become a 
teacher “when she grows up,” a testament 
to her many wonderful AVS teachers.

Over the course of last year’s global health crisis, 
Daniela and Mike felt enormous gratitude for the 
school’s teachers, staff, and administrators who 
weathered the storm of 2020 with unswerving 
dedication and kindness. Volunteering seemed 
like a natural way to say thank you for their 
commitment to AVS and its students. Signing 
on as a room parent, Daniela worked with three 
other second-grade parent volunteers to come 
up with ways for second-grade students and their 
families to connect virtually, such as Pictionary 
for kids and a trivia night for parents. A highlight 
of the year was a cookie-decorating event for 
second graders held on Zoom last December. 

Room parenting is largely a communications role 
that isn’t too time-consuming, Daniela found; 
whether it’s sending out occasional emails or 
meeting with other room parents a couple times 
a quarter to brainstorm activities, make plans, 
and support teachers. Thanks to the efforts 
of Abra Stein, this year’s Lower School room 
parent coordinator, activities at the various 
grade levels continued to run smoothly all 
year, despite the absence of in-person events. 
In the meantime, Mike’s experience working 
in finance led him to join the Development 
Committee, which focuses on fundraising 
to secure the school’s successful future. 

Both parents have enjoyed volunteering as an 
opportunity to get to know the AVS community 
better, especially during a pandemic that 
precluded socializing IRL. Volunteering showed 
them, in ways they hadn’t previously seen, just 
how decisive parent participation is in supporting 
students, teachers, and the mission of AVS. 

Alta Vista School Annual Report  •  June 2020 - June 2021
2424

11



GRANDPARENTS &  
SPECIAL FRIENDS DAY
What a terrific time we had at Grandparents 
and Special Friends Day this year! We have 
been to other GPSF Days in the past and 
appreciate the time with our grandchildren. 
We love seeing what they have been up to in 
Morning Meeting and in their classrooms. 

With the pandemic realities upon us all, we 
imagined a visit much like the many Zoom events 
we have attended this year for work and fun; often 
confusing, delayed, disconnected, and having 
little lasting value. We were, therefore, delighted 
to be warmly welcomed, introduced, engaged in 
questions, and invited to participate in a series 
of thoughtfully planned events. We heard about 
school values and watched the students use the 
skills they have clearly practiced on a daily basis. 

My favorite example of this was a fourth grade 
writing activity that was built off a story starter 
and then added to by kids and visitors. Our group 
created a delightful story and the students were 
creative and demonstrated their knowledge of 
narrative writing. What I found most impressive 
was the students’ skill in managing the process 
of using technology to write, edit, share digital 
copies, and discuss the most effective ways to 
fulfill their responsibilities. They also demonstrated 
care and concern for others in the writing group 
by taking turns, encouraging others to participate, 
noticing who had not yet and asking them by 

name if they wanted to contribute, and listening 
with real care to what was said and capturing it 
accurately. The students showed deep respect 
for everyone involved. They understood their 
assigned roles and fulfilled them admirably. 
As an educator, I know this is no accident; 
it happens only through consistent, caring 
teaching and modeling. Kudos, AVS Teachers! 

The teacher theater group was also spectacular; 
great acting and singing, yes, but the scripting 
around social-emotional learning and the students’ 
explanation of how they use the emotions graph 
was truly worth a teacher-student authored article 
in a teaching journal. We loved taking a physical 
activity break together, recognizing the wonderful 
modeling of healthy living, and engaging deep 
learning throughout the event. Perhaps the real 
power of the day was the sense that we were 
actually doing school with our granddaughter 
rather than members of an audience at a show. 
All this while technologically flawless? Amazing!

Our admiration and deep gratitude to everyone at 
AVS, for making this year of extraordinary learning 
possible for the students in the hardest of all years! 

Blessings, 
Camille Mortimore, visiting Esther, 4th grade

Dottie (6th) and her grandmother at 
Grandparents and Special Frends Day.

Lake (K) with her grandfather at 
Grandparents and Special Frends Day.
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Dear Friends,

Throughout Alta Vista School’s 11 year history, we have had our share of challenges, 
but none like it has seen in the past 15 months. It is with deep gratitude that I, along 
with the entire Board of Trustees, thank our generous community for the outpouring of 
support during this unique and undeniably successful school year. 

We have so many people to thank that helped our school along the way. In particular, 
we recognize our outgoing trustees Lori Hirson, Ashley Gould and Libby Ludwig. We 
thank our Parent Group Co-Presidents Page Rockwell, Mary Szczepanik, and Melissa 
Willa along with their entire organization of tireless parents. Special thanks to our Covid 
advisory team who gave their time and knowledge to guide our school through the 
height of the crisis, Dr. Katerina Christopoulos and Dr. Frank Delen. Last, but not least, 
thank you to the Safer Together team that includes AVS parents Tracey Briones, Stacie 
Calad-Thompson, Saul Kato and Mariana Fraga. The list of extraordinary contributions is 
long and this is why we have such an outstanding school and community. 

The Board is looking forward to the extraordinary joyful learning and celebration of 
our students in the upcoming year. We are excited to get back to what AVS does best, 
STEAM education. We are looking forward to our accreditation self study, a refreshed 
strategic plan and continued board expansion.

On a personal note, I am deeply grateful to be a part of this community, a community 
that steps up and bands together when things get difficult. Alta Vista is at its best 
when our community participates and gets behind our singular goal of empowering our 
children’s curious minds.

With sincere gratitude,

Garth Spiller, Signe ’23 and Anderson ‘26 
President, Board of Trustees

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
GARTH SPILLER, PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES

“The Board is looking forward to the extraordinary joyful learning 
and celebration of our students in the upcoming year. We are excited 

to get back to what AVS does best, STEAM education.”
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Dear AVS Community,  

Under the leadership of Dr. Sean, Liz, Katie and the entire AVS staff and 
faculty, Alta Vista School operated within budget for the 2020-2021 school 
year and remains financially secure. 

As with previous years, nearly 80% of the school’s expense budget was 
dedicated to our incredible faculty. This past year, thanks to the generosity of 
the community and PPE loans, we were able to support the school throughout 
Covid with over $1,000,000 worth of safety enhancements and SFDPH 
requirements. In addition to these important budgetary items, we also completed 
the purchase of the Middle School campus and secured additional temporary space 
with the Red Building.  

We are on track for another financially successful year and as always we are grateful 
for the continued community involvement and support that allows Alta Vista School 
to thrive as one of the top independent schools in the Bay Area. 

Sincerely, 
Stephen Wasserman 
Board Treasurer 

2020-2021 BUDGET

Tuition $10,451,999.55

Tuition Assistance ($889,214.92)

Other (Bookends, Fees, etc.) $176,202.69

Interest Income $3,286.16 

TOTAL $9,742,273.48

INCOME

Salaries and Benefits $7,961,648.84

Facilities $1,073,773.51

Operations $517,149.17

Classroom Expenses $167,582.48

COVID Related $1,047,941.70

TOTAL $10,768,095.70

EXPENSES

*The Alta Vista School fiscal calendar runs July 1-June 30 of each year. 
Final budget numbers will be audited in October 2021.

73% PEOPLE: 
Faculty and staff salaries, benefits 

and professional development.

5% OPERATIONS: 
Utilities, insurance, technology, 

administrative expenses.

10% FACILITIES:  
Campus rents and repairs.

2% CLASSROOM EXPENSES

10% COVID RELATED: 
Mask, sanitizers, air purifiers, etc.

EXPENSES
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